
SUMMER NEWSLETTER

Back to School Party
First Day of School for 1-8
First Day of School for K

IMPORTANT DATES

Aug. 23
Aug. 26
Aug. 28

SCHOOL SUPPLIES LIST

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Summer Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-3:00pm. 

Please call 215-425-1212 to schedule an appointment outside of the designated office hours.

Stay on Dojo and our website - we will post news throughout the summer on School
Story and on our website.



As you are enjoying your summer with your children, please encourage them to read
independently, with their siblings or other family members. Encourage them to read to you.
Take turns reading to them, chapter by chapter. Our English summer reading books are all
stories that have been made into movies. When your children complete their books, they can
watch the movie and compare how the story comes to life on screen. 

Kinder: Pigeon Needs a Bath
1st grade: Hair Love

2nd grade: Charlotte’s Web
3rd grade: Boxcar Children Book 1

4th grade: The Borrowers
5th grade: Flora and Ulysses

6th grade: James and the Giant Peach
7th grade: Holes

Each student also received a Spanish summer reading book as well. All students that read
both of their summer reading books and complete the associated activities are invited to
turn these in on the first day of school to receive a gift card from fiveBelow as a prize for
being a super reader! Read! Read! Read! Have a wonderful summer!

SUMMER READING

SUMMER CONSTRUCTION

Over the summer, we will be adding two
classrooms to our campus by installing modular
classrooms in the area near the kindergarten exit.
This building will have heating and cooling as well
as two full bathrooms. The modular classrooms
will be a permanent part of our campus.

This building will be the home to our new
Thinquiry Lab and to our Math Hub. 
In the Thinquiry Lab, students and staff will be
able to learn to utilize the latest technology to
enhance learning and to prepare for the
workforce of the future. Students and staff will
also benefit from high quality, rigorous math
instruction and professional development in the
Math Hub.



2024-2025 STAFFING ANNOUNCEMENTS

Serving our Pan American Academy community for over 16 years, Dr.
Russotto will resume the role of Principal for the 2024-2025 school
year. She will also serve as Chief Executive Officer. Dr. Russotto is
looking forward to working closely with students and families again.
It is this connection that will help us create an amazing application
for a high school to be submitted this fall.

We welcome Ms. Muñoz as Assistant Principal, Upper School (grades
5-8) for the upcoming school year. She has over 10 years of
experience at Pan American Academy serving as teacher,
instructional coach and co-chair of our Diversity, Equity, Inclusion
and Belonging Task Force. 

Our newest team member, Mrs. Jackson will continue as Assistant
Principal with a focus on Lower School. Mrs. Jackson joined us last
year bringing many years of experience in dual language schools.
She is looking forward to connecting with our families, especially
our incoming kindergarten families that are new to Pan American
Academy this year.

Celebrating five years at Pan American Academy Charter School,
Mrs. Mason de Gomez will be taking on a newly developed role. She
will be serving as our Director of Talent Management, overseeing the
recruitment and retention of high quality teachers and staff. Mrs.
Mason de Gomez will also build and maintain community
partnerships that support our students.



Students who have phones in kindergarten through third grade will  place their phones in the secure

phone home in their classroom when they arrive and unpack for the day. They will  retrieve their phone

from the secure phone home at the end of the day while they are packing up to go home.

Research conducted by Yondr through annual surveys from over 1,200 school partners, and after

implementing the Yondr Education Program:

84% saw a change in student engagement

72% saw a positive change in student behavior

68% saw a positive change in academic performance

Of our most recent impact survey of over 370 of our school partners:

86% saw a positive impact in student safety and wellness

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school directly at

information@panamcs.org. We will  be sharing more information about our cell phone free school policy

and policies as we get closer to the beginning of the school year.In an effort to best serve your child,

we appreciate your full support in adopting our cell phone free school year. 

Next year, we will  be making our school a cell phone-free space to

improve teaching, learning and student well being. While we know

that having cell phones to travel to and from school is a necessary

part of every family's safety plan, we do not need cell phones

during school. We are implementing a program called Yondr for

students in grades 4-8. Yondr has been implemented in over 2,000

schools across 16 countries to facilitate an engaged learning

environment. Students in Kindergarten through third grade will

have cell phone homes in their classrooms.

We believe that phones have great utility. We have also found that 

TECHNOLOGY - CELL PHONE FREE SCHOOL YEAR

learning and social behavior improve drastically when students are fully engaged with their teachers

and classmates.

The Yondr Program utilizes a simple, secure pouch that stores a phone. Every student in grades 4-8 will

secure their phone in a personally assigned Yondr pouch when they arrive at school. Students will

maintain possession of their phones and will  not use them until their pouches are opened at the end of

the school day. Students are required to bring their Yondr pouch to and from school each day and are

responsible for their pouch at all  times.

mailto:information@panamcs.org
https://www.overyondr.com/phone-free-schools

